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"September 15, Tuesday. The election in Maine took
place yesterday. The Radicals elect their tickets by in-
creased majorities. Both parties put forth all their efforts,
and the vote is the largest, probably, ever given in the
State. The relative increase is about the same of the two
parties. The result confirms my impression that Seymour's
nomination is unfortunate and likely to prove disastrous.
There was too much dexterity on the part of the managers
in securing the nomination, to inspire confidence and
make the election certain. It is not a selection to draw
recruits^ when recruits are essential to success, and yet
such has been the policy in making a ticket at this time.
There is no enthusiasm for Seymour on the part of those
who vote for him; tens of thousands do it reluctantly,
but it is the only alternative to defeat Radicalism. The
Democrats in their party zeal and inconsiderate haste
have thrown away, I fear, a glorious opportunity, and
postponed their triumph for at least four years.

In 1864, when Stanton and Halleck were filled with
terror and apprehension, they procured an appropriation
of three hundred thousand dollars to place obstructions
in the Potomac. Stanton was in constant terror, thought
I was negligent, knew not how soon a Rebel steamer would
come up the river and carry him and others off. As he got
from Congress almost anything he wished, he found no
difficulty in procuring this grant. He then appointed
Colonel Alexander, an engineer, ... to invent or devise
some plan of obstruction. He proposed a chain, and had
one prepared four hundred feet long with twenty-three
anchors, and a large number of floats. This crude and
worthless contrivance now lies just below Alexandria, at
Fort Foote. General Humphreys has written a letter to
the Secretary of War inviting cooperation of the Navy
to test the Alexandrine Chain;says that enough of the
appropriation is, he thinks, unexpended to defray naval
expenditures. General Schofield forwards the paper to
me with his approval and invitation. I